
In Maseches Megilla [13:], Reish Lakish tells us that one of the 
many reasons for the machatzis hashekel was to counteract Haman's 
future offer of ten thousand Kikar of silver that he offered Achashveirosh to 
wipe out Bnei Yisrael. Later on in the gemara [17.], Tosfos says that the ten 
thousand Kikar of silver offered was the same amount of silver that Bnei 
Yisrael donated for the adanim; the sockets for below the krushim in the 
Mishkan. It seems that Haman's action of offering 10,000 Kikar of silver to 
Achashveirosh had a spiritual effect that required an action of Klal Yisrael, 
hundreds of year earlier, to merit not being annihilated. It also required the 
yearly donation to the Beis Hamikdash to counteract that action. The 
question is why was Hashem worried about Haman giving this money to 
Achashveirosh? What difference does this make?  

Reb Sholom Schwadron zt’l says over the following answer. The 
Medrash in Parshas Terumah tells us that Haman's entire fortune consisted 
of 10,000 Kikar of silver. This means that he was so dedicated to the cause 
of killing the Jewish nation that he was willing to give up everything he 
owned to succeed at his task. The lesson we must learn from this is that 
anything can be accomplished through mesiras nefesh. The Satan 
approaches Hashem and says, "Haman is willing to give up everything [to 
destroy the Jews]. What are the Jews willing to give up for you?" Hashem 
answers the demand of the Satan and he says, "My Children are willing to 
give up for me. In fact, they have given me the silver sockets for the 
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 It is well known that Purim occupies a dual place on the Jewish 
calendar and in Jewish history. We celebrate the miraculous salvation 
from Haman and Achashveirosh, but we also commemorate a special 
Kabbolas HaTorah. Chazal tell us “Hadar Kibluha bimei Achashveirosh” 
(Shabbos 88a), meaning that there was a second commitment to the 
Torah after the miracle of Purim. What distinguished the second from the 
first? Rashi says that Purim’s Kabbolas HaTorah was “Me’ahavas Hanes” 
which seems to mean “out of the love of the miracle “. However, this 
translation is difficult because a miracle usually results in awe, fear, 
trepidation or even gratitude. Why “ahavah”. 
 The Radomsker Rebbe zt’l in his sefer Tiferes Shlomo explains that 
Klal Yisrael in that generation felt unworthy of a miracle. They knew that 
they had sinned at Achashveirosh’s party and were alienated from 
Hashem, so they did not expect a miracle on their behalf. When the 
miracle did in fact occur, they were so overwhelmed with Hashem’s 
expression of love that they committed themselves to the Torah out of 
pure love as well. 
 The Yismach Yisrael makes a similar point, with a unique twist. 
Although Klal Yisrael was totally unified at Mattan Torah (Rashi, Shemos 

19:2), the Jews worked so hard to prepare for the Torah, grew so much and changed so radically, they 
thought they merited the Torah because of their new-found greatness. However, at the time of Purim 
they had no time for elaborate preparations. All they had going for themselves was the unity they 
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Mishkan, and continue to give half a shekel every 
year. When someone is totally dedicated to a 
cause, he automatically receives Seyata Dishmaya 
to succeed. That is why once Haman showed his 
commitment and his willingness to do anything to 
destroy the Jews, Klal Yisrael had to counteract it 
by showing their complete dedication to Hashem in 
building his house, the Mishkan.  

Why did Hashem choose the 
commandment of the machatzis hashekel to 
counteract Haman? Why not the donations to build 
the entire Mishkan, which was certainly a greater 
amount, than half a shekel per person? Let us just 
compare what Haman was willing to give up to 
what the Jews gave up, and give up yearly. Haman 
was willing to give up everything to kill the Jews. 
That shows a dedication, zeal and a passion for his 
cause. The Jews, on the other hand gave no more 
than half a Shekel for this Mitzvah. Why is that the 
response to the fervor and mesiras nefesh shown 
by Haman?  

The Gemara in Maseches Kiddushin tells us 

that one who is commanded to do a Mitzvah, is 
greater than one who is not commanded to do the 
Mitzvah but does it anyway. At first, one would 
think the opposite is true. One who is not obligated 
to do a mitzvah and does it anyway, shows a 
greater love for Hashem by doing the Mitzvah than 
one who is obligated to perform the Mitzvah. The 
Gemara is telling us that this is not so. Tosfos 
explains the reason for this is that when a person is 
obligated to do something, the Yetzer Harah tries 
desperately to dissuade the person from doing the 
mitzvah. However, when a person does a mitzvah 
without being obligated to do so, he has very little 
standing in his way. After all, he wants to do this 
because he thinks it's right. He is doing what he 
desires. Knowing this, the answer is simple. 
Haman was so dedicated to his cause, that he was 
willing to give up everything to get what he wanted. 
To counteract this action Hashem showed that the 
Bnei Yisrael could also perform an act that was 
equally meaningful and equally powerful. That act 
was the giving of the machatzis hashekel. The act 

EWB$H TRUE “If the fork becomes the spoon, the knife is left without a mushroom.” [The AdeRabbe Rebbe shmit”a] 2 

Rav Yankif Moishe Shtinkenbergerstein shmit”a; The AdeRabbe Rebbe, is known throughout the world as a 
great talmid chacham and an even greater Baal Mofes (miracle worker).  There is a story told during his time in 
Yugoslavia, Poland, where a decree was . . . decreed against the Jews, stating that nobody would be allowed to fast that 
year on Yom KiShushan Purim.  In fact, anyone who was caught fasting would be sentenced to three years in a 
University.  All the Jews were in an uproar as to what to do, and ran directly to their beloved Rebbe.  

The AdeRabbe Rebbe sat calmly in his seat, and as he held onto the Rebbe’s gartel he began to hum a soft 
tune with his eyes closed but his mind fully open.  The Chassidim glared at their Rebbe with awe, as they could see a 
special glow emanating from his face.  They finally realized that the Rebbe was choking on a piece of talking gefilte fish 
that got stuck in his throat, which is why he was humming – to get his chassidim’s attention.  When everything was taken 

care of, the Rebbe suggested that everyone fast for three days while 
only eating at night.  During this time, everyone should daven with a bren 
and learn with a yen, while the Rebbe himself would beseech HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu on their behalf to grant them salvation from this terrible edict.   
 Everyone immediately put this plan into action, and the shuls 
throughout Yugoslavia, Russia were filled with yungerleit learning Torah 
and praying to Hashem, while the women prepared the food for the 
nightly gorging.  The women sometimes overexerted themselves when 
ordering in from the local Chulent Bar, but after a few ‘shots’ . . . of apple 
juice, the women were back with their full energy, ready to serve their 
family upon returning from their day in Hashem’s tent. 
 Word of this plan got back to the Sultan, who was very upset at 
the Jews actions.  (Parenthesis randomly inserted in this spot for 
absolutely no reason) He first thought that the information given to him 
was incorrect, but after dressing as a holy beggar and spying out the 

Jewish Shtettle of Yugoslavia, Chicago – specifically the Chulent Bar - he realized their evil plot to outsmart his 
declaration.  “How dare those Yiddin attempt to overthrow my kingdom!  I will show them who’s in charge around here!” 

The following day while in the midst of learning, the town was bombarded with sounds of galloping horses and 
screaming soldiers.  Everyone became filled with fright, and immediately rang out with cries of tehillim.  The official ‘shul 
talkers’ were still talking, even after being admonished by their fellow townspeople to stop their disgusting behavior.  
“How can I not talk now?” the shul talkers replied with vengeance.  “Our talking shows our comfort in Hashem’s home!  
But most importantly, we are filled with such fear, that we can only do in a shul what we know to do best!” 

The AdeRabbe Rebbe shmitt”a preaching to the Oilam 

(continued on page 4) 
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of being told, "You must give half a shekel; no more and no less" This action was one that showed Bnei 
Yisrael's dedication to Hashem and his Mitzvos. The will power needed to overcome one's natural 
inclination not to want to give what one is obligated to give, is more difficult than giving up 10,000 Kikar 
of silver.  

Now everything makes sense. In anticipation of Haman's dedication to the cause of annihilating 
the Jews, Hashem in his mercy gave us the Mitzvah of machatzis hashekel. This allowed us to 
demonstrate our dedication to him by giving the half a shekel to the Mishkan. By serving Hashem, we 
show our dedication and allegiance. When we truly overcome our own natural instincts and accept 
Hashem's will upon ourselves, we show the utmost mesiras nefesh and greatest loyalty to Hashem and 
His Mitzvos. 

nobody around to enforce the Jew’s eating, since everyone 
was officially ‘out of commission’.  The Yiddin would now 
be able to fast on Yom KiShushan Purim!  The town was 
filled with joy, the people were filled with ecstasy, and the 
Rebbe’s table was filled with kvitlach$ The Sultan realized 
that he had lost the battle, but declared that he will not lose 
the war.   

At that point the Sultan rode on his royal carriage 
to the Chulent Bar, got out, and walked into the Bar.  As he 
got off the floor and dusted himself off, he went through the 
doorway and screamed, “I give up!  You Jews are just too 
much for me!  I hereby upgrade your hechsher from the Oy 
Vai back to the ® - just don’t give us any more of your 
chulent!” Just at that moment, The AdeRabbe Rebbe 
shmit”a appeared out of nowhere (it was actually 
somewhere, but it’s more dramatic this way), and replied 
with an acceptance of the Sultan’s offer.  “But now there’s 
another problem!”  stated the Sultan.  “How can I run a 
kingdom full of sick people?  What good are they to me if 

all they can do is moan, groan and feel ill at home?”  (The 
Sultan was actually a poet, you just didn’t know it.) 

The Rebbe thought for a moment, and then 
replied, “I will make you a deal.  If you promise never to 
harm the Jews again, I will give you the antidote which will 
heal all of your citizens.”  The Sultan was eager to accept 
this simple trade, and immediately signed the official 
document (that we didn’t mention before), complying with 
this conformity.  At that moment, the Rebbe reached into 
his bekeshe and pulled out a bottle of Pepsi-Bismol.  
“Everyone should take two of these and call me in the 
morgin.” stated the Rebbe.  The Sultan was enraged at the 
Rebbe’s action, and screamed out in anger, “How insulting!  
I could have also done the same thing if those pills were 
invented already!  I may have agreed not to harm your 
people – but not you!”  The Sultan then jumped out at the 
Rebbe in attempt to harm him, but the AdeRabbe Rebbe 
was prepared for this.  He quickly clicked the heels of his 
leather boots together three times and in a flash found 
himself in the mikva – unfortunately the ‘bachur discount’ 
didn’t apply to the Rebbe. 

The Sultan was so embarrassed that he let the 
Rebbe slip away so easily, that he never bothered or 
contacted the Jews again. The exception to this, of course, 
was when there was a kiddush in the palace and they 
needed good ‘heimishe’ catering.  The Yiddin, on the other 
hand, were now able to live out their days in peace and 
delve into their learning and davening.  Sadly, the Rebbe 
realized that his kabbalah was out of practice (maybe he 
needs to take lessons from Esther), for when he walked out 
of the mikva he found himself in Yugoslavia, Magic 
Kingdom.  You might not think that’s so bad, but it is, since 
he was originally in Yugoslavia, Poland.  The AdeRabbe 
Rebbe comprehended that this must have been bashert 
(unlike his third wife), and decided to set up a yeshiva 
there.  The Rebbe called his yeshiva ‘Nisht Torah’ after the 
wisdom possessed by his beloved father, and then 
dedicated the next edition of ‘Shtettle HaShavua™’ in his 
memory.  Being that we must always follow the wisdom of 
our leaders, we encourage everyone to follow in the ways 
of the AdeRabbe Rebbe.  That’s right; contact us to start 
your own yeshiva in memory of a loved one – but in the 
mean time – Phreillichin Peerim!! 
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Once upon completing a most inspired Birchas Hamazon, Reb Eliyahu Lopian zt’l beautifully 
expressed the relationship between man’s actions and Hashem’s gifts.  He reflected, “In our 
bentching we daven, ‘.  .  .WNKYRCT LA ANW, please let us never be in need of the gifts or loans of 
men. Let us subsist only from Your full, open and holy hand. . . ‘ 

The question begs to be asked, that if Hashem's ‘hand’ is in fact full and open, why are there 
so many people who are lacking the basic necessities of life?  The answer is to be found right 
there in the words of bentching - His hand is full, open and holy.  If someone has no connection 
whatsoever with holiness, how can he hope that Hashem’s bounty might reach him?” 

On this very joyous Yom Tov, the opportunity to grasp kedusha is all around us. This is 
especially so; with all the usually mundane activities on this day being transformed into 
opportunities to grow higher.  Let us use all the opportunities around us, and truly merit to rise to 
greatness and prominence.  Have a Freilichin Purim and Chag Kosher V’Sameach! 

 VTLA$ HM IYYH HT$MB RTSAL VLMH RMAYW  
$ETW TWKLMH YCX DE VT$QB HMW VL ITNYW  

After risking her life by going before the king, Esther asks Achashveirosh 
if he and Haman will come to a feast that she will make for them that night. 
Achashveirosh agrees, and at the feast, he once again asks Esther what she 
wants. The language that Achashveirosh uses on both occasions is very 
strange. He says, “What is your request and it will be given to you? What is 
your petition and it will be done?” 

An obvious question is asked. What is the difference between a HLA$ 
and a H$QB? Why was it necessary for Achashvairosh to use a double lashon?  

Two answers are offered. The first answer, from the Yalkut Me’am Loez 
explains the double lashon as follows; Achashveirosh knew that anyone who 

came before the king came for one of two reasons: 
Either they were asking for someone’s life to be saved, 

or they were coming to ask the king for money. In 
this case, Achashveirosh was sure that both 
might be true, as Esther had asked to meet 
with the king, the only person that could 
save their lives, and Haman who was in 

charge of the king’s money. Achashveirosh 
therefore asked Esther which one it was. Was she 
asking for someone’s life, or for money? Therefore, 
Achashveirosh used a different lashon for each request.  
A second pshat is offered by the Vilna Gaon. He 
explains that a HLA$ is a personal request, and a H$QB is 
a request on behalf of someone else. This fits in very 
well with the later pesukim. At the second feast, when 
Esther finally beseeched the king to spare Klal Yisroel, 
she says, “YT$QBB YMEW YTLA$B Y$PN YL ITNT.” Esther’s 

HLA$ was a personal request, for her own life; however, her H$QB was on behalf 
of the entire Klal Yisroel.  

A story is told of HaRav Yaakov Kamenetzky zt’l. When Rav Yaakov 
was living in Toronto, a person once told him that schnapps should be drunk at 
every Jewish activity. He based this on a pshat that he had heard on our pasuk. 
Esther’s request to save Klal Yisroel was answered at a feast with wine. 
Therefore, if we want our tefillos answered, we should also drink. Rav Yaakov 
answered with his own pshat on this pasuk. We know that whenever the 
Megillah says the word ‘HaMelech’, it refers not only to Achashveirosh, but also 
to Hashem. We also know that when the Megillah says the word Esther, it 
refers to Klal Yisroel as well. A feast that combines Hashem and Klal Yisroel 
can in truth refer only to the learning of Torah. Thus, it must be that the way to 
have our tefillos answered is through limud haTorah.  

May we be zoche to grow in our limud haTorah, and through this merit to 
have all of our tefillos answered, like those of Klal Yisroel in the Megillah, and 
may we be zoche for future generations to say about us, “HRWA HTYH OYDWHYL       
RQYW IW$$W HXM$W ”. 
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