
 The mitzvah of Ner Chanukah is unusual in that it requires that 
even a poor man struggle to acquire the funds necessary to perform the 
mitzvah. Many Rishonim and Poskim explain that this requirement 
expresses the unique primacy of publicizing the miracles of Chanukah 
(“pirsum ha’nes”). The Avnei Nezer adds that while normally our inability 
to perform a mitzvah due to circumstances beyond our control does not 
deprive us of the reward for that mitzvah (“machshava tovah mitztaref 
lema’aseh” - a good intention is viewed in Heaven as achieving fruition), 
such is not the case with Ner Chanukah.  He views one’s failure to kindle 
the Chanukah lights, irrespective of any justified reasons for that failure, 
as a loss of the potential merit of the mitzvah,. 
 Why is it that the concept of “machshava tovah mitztaref 
lema’aseh” does not apply to the mitzvah of Ner Chanukah?  One reason 
why this may be so may flow from an understanding of just what a miracle 
represents. A nes itself reflects Hashem's 
decision not to be bound by the laws of nature, 
but instead to override the natural order by 
which He normally governs Creation in order to 

achieve His will. The "facts on the ground" present no obstacle to 
Hashem's performance of a supernatural miracle. The Ribbono shel Olam 

The wording of Al Hanisim has raised questions for years. A 
particular part is that of the explanation of restoring the Beis HaMikdash. It 
states that, “Your children cleaned your temple and all its areas, and they lit 
lights in your courtyards”.  

The basics of Chanukah are well known by all of us. We are 
celebrating the miracle of the oil which instead of lasting for only one day, 
lasted for eight. Following this comes the famous question asked by the Beis 
Yosef and others. The fact is, the miracle of the candles burning only applies 
to seven days - not eight! The Yom Tov of Chanukah should therefore only 
be for seven days!  

To add to this question we have the writing of Al Hanissim. When we 
rekindled the menorah we lit it in the Beis Hamikdash didn’t we? Why then 
do we say, “and they lit lights in your holy courtyardscourtyards”. Where do we ever 
see anybody lighting candles in the courtyard of the Beis Hamikdash!  

My ancestor, the Chasam Sofer answers this famous predicament as 
follows. When the Jews overcame the Greeks; they came to the Beis 
Hamikdash and found it in ruins and torn apart. This was only the beginning 
however, - it was full of idols and other horrible images as well. To light the 
Menorah inside this domain was considered improper. Rather, we can infer, 
they removed the Menorah from the Beis Hamikdash and lit it up in the 
courtyards of The Beis Hamikdash and in the beginning paths of 
Yerushalayim. This in the end turns out to be good since the miracle 
obviously got more attention outside where everybody could see it.  

This brings us to another amazing and profound point. The amount 
of oil needed to keep the flame of a candle nice and bright outside is a good 
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IN~DEPTH FOCUS ON GREATNESS by Avi Lieberman 

• Avraham Yitzchak was born on Thursday, 3 Elul in the town of Greiva, Latvia 
to Reb Shlomo Zalman and Pera Zlata Kook. He was recognized as a true 
genius from early childhood. 

• As a young bachur in yeshiva, he applied himself not only to gemara, but 
studied Tanach, Jewish Philosophy and Hebrew language as well. 

• In 5645 (1884) he learned for a year and a half at the famed Volozhin 
yeshiva, which at that time was headed by Rav Naftali Tzvi Berlin - the 
"Netziv". 

• In 5646 (1886) he became engaged to the daughter of the Aderes; Rav 
Eliyahu Dovid Rabinowitz-Te’omim.   

• After his engagement at the age of nineteen, Avraham 
Yitzchak arrived at the famed Volozhin Yeshiva, and by 
that time spoke Hebrew perfectly and used every 
opportunity to do so. 
• Under the influence of his Rosh Yeshiva Rav Nosson Tzvi MiBerlin zt’l, also 
known as the “Netziv,” Avraham Yitzchak grew in Torah and became engrossed in 
kabbalah, Jewish thought and devoted prayer. 
• In 1888, Rav Kook served as the rav of Zimel for seven years, until he moved to 
Boisk, Lithuania, where he was the rav until 1904. 
• During his time in Zimel, Rav Kook's first wife died. His father-in-law, the Aderet, 
convinced him to marry Raize-Rivka, daughter of the Aderet's twin brother. 
• It was in Boisk that he published his first essay, encouraging Jews to move to 
Eretz Yisroel and build the land.  From his younger years, his friends would attest 
that Rav Kook had a deep love for the Holy Land and dreamed of the day he 
would live there.  

• In 1904, Rav Kook moved to Eretz Israel and became Rabbi of Jaffa and its 
surrounding agricultural communities. 

• It was in Eretz Yisroel that Rav Kook spread his belief that every Jew has a 
portion in the Holy Land, and labeled this era the "As’chalta De’Geula" or the 
Beginning of Redemption. 

• At all times Rav Kook desired to keep peace between the religious and 
irreligious segments of the community, while trying to preserve and teach that 
authentic Judaism cannot be abandoned without abandoning the very soul of the 
Jewish people. 

• In the shmitah year of 1909, when controversy broke out 
as to whether the Jews should be allowed to work the land, 
Rav Kook published the Shabbos Ha’Aretz in which he 
discussed the heter mechira. 
• In 1914 Rav Kook was invited to the Agudath Yisrael convention in Europe 
and went with the hope of convincing the leaders to take a more positive stance 
in regard to his projects in Eretz Yisroel.  
• While in Europe, World War I began and Rav Kook could not get passage 
back to Israel. For more than a year he resided at the house of Avraham 
Kimche in Switzerland and spent most of his time writing. 
• From 1915 to 1918 Rav Kook was appointed as temporary head of the 
"Machzeike Ha’Das" congregation in London. 
• Rav Kook was present at the announcement of the Balfour Declaration on 
November 2, 1917, which was the first document recognizing the need for a 
Jewish homeland.  
• In 5679 (1919), Rav Kook returned to Eretz Yisrael. In Teves of 5680, he 

accepted the position of Chief Rabbi of Yerushalayim. 
• Rav Kook used to wash his hands before eating fruits of Eretz Yisroel, because he so cherished the 

sanctity of the produce of the land. 

RABBI AVRAHAM YITZCHAK HAKOHEN KOOK ZT’L 
 16 ELUL 5625 / SEPTEMBER 7, 1865 – 3 ELUL 5695 / SEPTEMBER 1, 1935 

Rav Kook in Switzerland 
Rav Kook in London 

During his journey to America 
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I write not because I have the strength to write, but because  
I do not have the strength to remain silent. [Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak Kook zt’l] 



 7 

of the lights for some other purpose, he should use 
the shammash. 
• Some use a wax candle for the shammash, although they 

use olive oil for the other lights. 
A wax candle is less preferable than an oil lamp 

for fulfilling the mitzvah.  By using a wax candle for 
the shammash, it creates a distinction between the 
shammash and the other lights. 
• Some shuls omit “Bameh Madlikin” on Shabbos Chanukah. 
In the second paragraph of this recitation, Rabi 

Tarfon disqualifies all oils for lighting neiros 
Shabbos besides olive oil.  However those oils are 
good for lighting neiros Chnanukah.  Mentioning 
this requirement would diminish the honor of 
Chanukah. 

 

• It is customary to place the menorah on the south wall of 
the shul. 
This is in remembrance of the menorah in the 

Beis HaMikdash which stood on the south side. 
• On Chanukah there is a custom to eat foods containing 

cheese [Ram”a]. 
This is to recall the salvation that the Jewish 

People wrought through Yehudis when she fed the 
enemy Haliphernes foods containing cheese.  She 
thereafter gave him wine to quench his thirst, and 
he became intoxicated.  Yehudis was then able to 
slay him, bringing deliverance to her people. 
• It is customary during Chanukah to eat latkes and 

doughnuts that are either made with or fried in oil. 
This custom is in remembrance of the miracles of 

Chanukah which was performed with oil. 

[HN:AM] W$ET OKL RMAY R$A FSWY LA WKL OYRCM LKL HERP RMAYW 
“AND Paroah TOLD ALL OF THE PEOPLE OF EGYPT, ‘GO TO YOSEF, WHO WILL TELL YOU WHAT TO DO’.” 
 This pasuk is referring to when Yosef was second in command in all of Mitzrayim, and was 
in charge of the storehouses of food. Yosef had achieved this high status through interpreting the 
dreams of Paroah. Through his interpretation of the dreams he learned that the years of plenty will 
be followed by years of famine. The Egyptians saved up their crops, because of the oncoming 
famine, but they all spoiled. Only those of QYDCH FSWY remained fresh. 
 The Baal HaTurim says that the words “W$ET OKL” in this pasuk, have the same gematria as 
“W$ET HLYMH“, you should do a bris mila. Rashi says that Yosef, in the eyes of Paroah and the 
Egyptians, had the power to spoil crops, and leave his own fresh.  Therefore, he must have had 
the power to kill as well. Being that Mitzrayim was at the mercy of Yosef, he could do whatever he 
wanted. Most in this situation would ask for riches and wealth. Yosef, on the other hand, only 

asked for one thing, that they get a bris mila. This is what Paroah said, “W$ET OKL”, Yosef will tell you what 
to do, “W$ET HLYMH“, you should do a bris mila! 

 

is a test we have to go through even today. The 
challenge for the Jews of then and the Jews of now 
was to understand that being solely and entirely 
devoted to secular things is worthless and does not 
enhance the Torah - but takes away from it. 
Indeed, the Yalkut Shimoni compares the Greek 
philosophy to darkness. We can possibly take out 
from this that this is why, as a result of the Jewish 
triumph over the Greeks, the Menorah was 
removed from its set position in the Beis 
HaMikdash and was lit "in the courtyards." Not only 
is the Torah's illumination self-sufficient and 
completely non-dependent on the man-made 
shelter and innovations of secular society and its 
knowledge; to the contrary - the Torah's light need 
not be limited to the Kodesh HaKadoshem; it 
illuminates even in "the streets," outside the         
so-called safety and man-made walls that guard it. 
This perhaps is why during Chanukah we find the 
concept of Pirsumei Nissa - of placing the Menorah 
in a prominent location and allowing its light to 
illuminate even outside the sheltered confines of 
the Jewish home. It is a symbol of defeating the 
enticements and challenges of the Greeks, thereby 
placing our Torah independently. Knowing clearly 
that secular philosophy is not needed for our Torah 
and can be crushed if it imposes itself, we place 
our menorahs outside so we can be reminded to 
keep ourselves able and ready to accept the 
challenge again. 

Rav Eliyahu Hoffman brings a question      
on this point. It seems somewhat ironic that 
Chanukah, which should be dedicated to 
celebrating the victory of the purest form of Torah 
over the contaminating influences of culture and 
society, seems to have become the aspect of 
Judaism that, perhaps more than any other, has 
become intermingled and blended with secular 
culture. He points out that therein lies the test. He 
brings a wonderful story to illustrate his point. The 
Alter of Novardok once said, "Do you know why the 
Master of the Universe created trains? He did so in 
order to bring students to the Novardoker Yeshiva!" 
"But Rebbe," ask one student, "if so, why does the 
train run in both directions?" "That," said the Alter, 
"is the test! 

It should hardly surprise us that many have 
adopted a form of Chanukah which is the complete 
opposite of what Chanukah was meant to be and 
stand for. Where there is light, there is always a 
darkness to combat it.  Just like with the Greeks, 
we now have our own enemies that try to conceal 
the light. Perhaps, as we approach Chanukah it is 
appropriate to wonder which “train” we are on and 
in which direction it is going. We must halt the party 
for just a moment and see what Chanukah truly is; 
a beacon of light in a dark world that is flaunted 
purposely for all to see.  

REUVEN DAVIES (continued from page 5) 

MINHAGIM OF CHANUKAH (continued from page 6) 

by Tzadok Picker 
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BQEYL TMA 
Weekly Insights from Moreinu HoRav Yaakov Kamenetzky zt”l 

The Chafetz Chaim was present when Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik; the Beis HaLevi, was invited 
to become the rav of Brisk.  Although this offer was a very prestigious one, Rav Yosef Dov did not 
consent to their request.  When the delegates returned to Brisk empty-handed, the city’s leaders sent 
a second delegation, greater in stature and number than the first.  The Beis HaLevi was about to 
refuse them again, when the head of the delegation suddenly spoke up: “Rebbi, you should know 
that there are 30,000 people in Brisk sitting and waiting for you!  How can you disappoint them?” 

As soon as Reb Yosef Dov heard this, he immediately assembled his family.  He donned his 
finest Shabbos garments and gathered his belongings to make the trip to Brisk.  He said, “If there are 
30,000 Jews in Brisk waiting for me, I must go, even if it’s against my will.” 

When the Chafetz Chaim would relate this story, he would say that if the Beis HaLevi donned his 
Shabbos garments and went immediately to Brisk because he could not disappoint the Jews who 
were waiting for him, how quickly would Mashiach come if he saw that all of Bnei Yisroel were truly 
awaiting his arrival! 

This Chanukah, let our true emotions surface, and may our adherence to the Holiday of Lights 
brighten the exile and redeem us once and for all, speedily in our day.  Freilichin Chanukah!! 

[Y:UM TY$ARB]  HDWHYM UB$ RWSY AL 
THE KINGSHIP SHALL NEVER DEPART FROM YEHUDAH 

 One of the brachos that Yaakov gave to Yehudah before he died was 
that the kingdom would always belong to shevet Yehudah.  The Ramban on this 
pasuk comments that when Bnei Yisroel later accepted kings from other 
shevatim, and did not revert back to malchus Beis David, ignoring the command 
of Yaakov, they were punished.  This was also the sin of the Chashmonayim.  
After defeating the Yevanim, they kept the kingship in their family, and did not 
return it to shevet Yehudah.  Despite the fact that the Chashmonayim were 

immeasurable tzaddikim, and if not for them 
the Torah would have been forgotten from 
Klal Yisroel, they were punished, in that all of 
them eventually fell to their enemies. 
 HaRav Yaakov Kamenetzky zt”l asks a 
question on this Ramban.  If indeed it was 
improper for the Chashmonayim to take the 
meluchah, why didn’t the Chachomim of that 
generation inform them that they must 
establish a king from the descendants of 
David?  It is implausible that the Chachomim 
were not aware of this halachah; why then did 
they allow this to happen? 
 Rav Yaakov answers, that obviously 
the Chachomim were aware of Yaakov’s 
instruction; however they felt that his words 

did not apply to the circumstances of the time.  The second Beis Hamikdash 
was not built to last forever, but rather was built so that Klal Yisroel could 
prepare for the long galus that was to come.  It was during this time that the 
mishnah was written and many takanos of Chazal were instituted, all to insure 
that Bnei Yisroel would be able to withstand the galus.  In order that this 
important idea not be forgotten, the Chachomim kept several customs of galus.  
The language of the second Beis Hamikdash was Aramaic, the language of 
galus.  Additionally, there was no aron in the Kodesh HaKadashim.  Similarly, 
the Chachomim deemed it appropriate that there not be a king from shevet 
Yehudah, so that the people would not incorrectly presume that the final geulah 
had come.  Seeing the malchus empty, the Chashmonayim took it for 
themselves. This was contrary to the will of Yaakov, and as such they were 
punished.  However, the Chachomim could not protest, as they did not believe 
that a king from Beis Dovid was appropriate.  May we be zoche to reach the 
pinnacle where our generation will merit our final ruler and be ultimately reunited 
at the Beis HaMikdash with its former glory fully restored. 

 

Rav Shmuel Kamenetzky shlit”a at this year’s Agudah Convention.  
Next to him is Rav Aharon Shechter shlit”a,  

Rosh Yeshiva of Mesivta Chaim Berlin 
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